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taxes, take money out of people’s pock-
ets, take money out of businesses, and 
say that’s going to solve the problem. 
It will compound the problem and 
make the recession much, much worse. 
What we need to do right now is what 
Ronald Reagan did—cut taxes, give 
people more disposable income, and 
give businesses the ability to grow. 
That’s how you create jobs. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

CAPRICIOUS, ARBITRARY, 
PUNITIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘ca-
pricious, arbitrary, and punitive.’’ 
Those are the words of a Federal judge 
today in ruling about the moratorium 
for offshore drilling. The Federal judge 
said that the administration’s decision 
to ban offshore drilling in the deep-
water was capricious, arbitrary, and 
punitive—therefore, illegal. And the 
Federal judge granted an injunction by 
the hardworking folks in the gulf 
States to stop the moratorium because 
of the detrimental impact it would 
have. 

You see, Mr. Speaker, 150,000 people 
would lose their jobs if that morato-
rium continued. There are 3,900 wells in 
the gulf. Those 3,900 wells produce 31 
percent of the Nation’s domestic oil 
and 11 percent of our natural gas. In 
the deepwater area, we receive 17 per-
cent of the Nation’s domestic crude oil 
from that deepwater drilling. So those 
affected parties—by the arbitrary, ca-
pricious, and punitive ban of the Fed-
eral Government—decided to sue, and a 
Federal judge ruled that the adminis-
tration’s moratorium was improper, 
granted an injunction by the affected 
parties, and allowed them to now drill 
in deepwater. The Federal judge said 
that the people that sued the oil-re-
lated industries would suffer irrep-
arable harm if this ban were to con-
tinue. The government’s response was, 
Well, their losses would be trivial. The 
Federal judge didn’t buy their argu-
ment. 

Also, before a preliminary injunction 
can be granted, Mr. Speaker—these are 
rare animals—what happens is, some-
one goes to court and says that because 
they’re going to be hurt so bad, the 
Federal judge has to stop somebody’s 
action. In this case, our own govern-
ment’s action. And also, the Federal 
judge said, probably if there were a 
trial, the plaintiffs—those suing the 
Federal Government—would prevail on 
the merits and win in a jury trial. 
Granted the injunction because the 
harm done to the gulf, to the related 

industries, to the loss of jobs were mas-
sive and irreparable. When the Federal 
judge tried to hear what the Federal 
Government said about banning off-
shore drilling, the judge said, ‘‘The 
government’s explanation abuses rea-
son and common sense.’’ In other 
words, there was no reason, there is no 
common sense in the almighty Federal 
Government coming in and banning 
deepwater drilling in the Gulf of Mex-
ico. It made no sense. Mr. Speaker, it 
makes no sense to ban the whole deep-
water drilling because of the actions of 
BP. 

Recently in Texas, we had a BP refin-
ery explode. People were killed. Hun-
dreds were hurt. But we didn’t close all 
the refineries in the United States be-
cause of one accident. It wouldn’t 
make sense. It defies reason and com-
mon sense. When a plane crashes and 
people die, that’s horrible, but we don’t 
close down the airline industry for 6 
months because the Federal Govern-
ment wants to eventually get around 
to finding out what happened. 

So the Federal judge who ruled in 
this case did so properly, and it was 
important for him to do so to prevent 
people from losing jobs. Jobs that were 
lost or would be lost because of the 
Federal government’s action, not be-
cause of BP’s action. So what’s the 
Federal Government going to do about 
this? They’re going to appeal. They 
don’t like the ruling, so they want to 
appeal to the Fifth Circuit to try to 
overrule this judge. Why didn’t the 
Federal Government just follow the 
law and allow deepwater drilling and 
not destroy the economy of the whole 
country because of arrogance and be-
cause of the lack of reason and com-
mon sense? 

So, Mr. Speaker, the disaster in the 
gulf continues to be the second disaster 
in the gulf for the lack of leadership. 
We still don’t have a Federal plan. We 
don’t know what the Federal Govern-
ment’s response is. It seems like, to 
me, FEMA is in charge of all of this be-
cause the results are always delay, 
delay, delay, but let’s punish deepwater 
drilling. 

The Federal judge’s rules will be 
upheld. The Federal Government needs 
to get with the program, understand 
there’s a sense of urgency, find out 
what caused this problem, not let it 
happen again, clean up the mess, and 
move on down the road. Meanwhile, 
follow the law. Don’t destroy the jobs 
in the Gulf Coast, and the Federal Gov-
ernment needs to get out of the way 
and let us continue safely to drill off-
shore and provide the energy needs of 
this country and also provide good 
working jobs for Americans. Otherwise, 
these jobs will leave the country, go to 
Brazil and Indonesia, and never return. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT 
JOEL GENTZ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. SCHAUER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCHAUER. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks 
ago, the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan and our country lost 
a hero. On June 9, First Lieutenant 
Joel Gentz of Grass Lake, east of Jack-
son, was killed while completing a heli-
copter rescue mission in southern Af-
ghanistan. He was 25 years old. The 
people that I serve will never forget the 
sacrifices he made because of the love 
of his country. I would like to share his 
story with you. 

Joel ran cross-country at Chelsea 
High School, where he graduated in 
2002. He attended Purdue University 
and graduated with honors in aero-
space engineering in 2007. In June 2008, 
Joel married Kathryn Sullivan, his col-
lege sweetheart. They had just cele-
brated their second wedding anniver-
sary when he lost his life. I spoke with 
Kathryn on Saturday. She has truly 
lost her best friend. 

Joel originally wanted to be an astro-
naut, but through his ROTC program, 
he met combat rescue officers, learned 
about their mission, and decided what 
he wanted to do most was to help peo-
ple. As part of the Air Force’s 58th Res-
cue Squadron, First Lieutenant Gentz 
spent 2 years becoming a combat res-
cue officer. He completed Superman 
School, a training program with a 60 to 
90 percent dropout rate. The intense 
program takes 2 years, and only the 
strongest finish. Joel was one of about 
14 that graduated of the 90 that started 
in his class. 

When he died, First Lieutenant Joel 
Gentz was flying eight helicopter res-
cue missions a day into hostile terri-
tory in Afghanistan to rescue both 
Americans and Afghanis. He told his 
dad there was no greater joy than sav-
ing an Afghani child and seeing the 
look on the faces of the parents. He 
saved a lot of children. His mother 
said, He was more of a peacekeeper 
than a fighter, and his service to others 
demonstrates this. 

Just a month ago, Joel emailed Ellen 
Harpin, the founder of The Ships 
Project, asking her to send toys to 
Afghani children that could be dropped 
off during his unit’s missions. The 
Ships Project sends packages to serv-
icemen and -women in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. The toys had been gathered, 
and she was just waiting to hear back 
from Joel for an address to ship them 
when he died. She promises to make 
sure they are all shipped and Joel’s 
wishes are honored. 

The Pararescue Code states, ‘‘It is 
my duty as a Pararescueman to save 
life and to aid the injured. I will be pre-
pared at all times to perform my as-
signed duties quickly and efficiently, 
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